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Sutton upon Derwent Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 16 November 2015 at 7.30pm at Sutton upon Derwent Village Hall
Present:- 

Chairman: 

Elizabeth Rogers
Councillors: 

Hobman, Rees, Stephenson, Green & Hardcastle
Clerk:


Mrs V Nicholson

Ward Cllr:

Stephen Lane
29 parishioners were present

127/15.

To record any Apologies for Absence

Cllrs Davis
128/15.
To record any Register of Interests

Cllr Hardcastle declared an interest in item 133/15 planning application.
129/15.
To hear any matters raised by attending Parishioners with the consent of the Chairman (10 minutes maximum)
Several parishioners spoke to express their concerns about the planning application at item 133/15 on the agenda a planning application for Herrington Park.  All of the parishioners who attended appeared to have objections about the application.  The Chairman suggested that this item be brought forward on the agenda and discussed at this point this was agreed by all.
133/15

Planning application

15/03224/PLF Erection of 5 holiday cottages at Herrington Park for Mr & Mrs M Robb
After hearing comments made by several members of the public the Parish Council discussed the application.

Cllr Green proposed that the application be refused and that the Parish Council should request that any decision on this application should be referred to a committee.

It was also agreed that the following comments should be made on the application:

The Parish Council strongly object to this planning proposal and oppose it for the following reasons:-

This is an application for 5 permanent detached houses to be built in a field in open countryside. This is outside the long established Development Limit and contrary to the Local Development Plan and our draft Neighbourhood Plan.  The application does not appear to meet criteria for tourist development in rural areas as described in the National  Document "Planning for Tourism Development, a guidance note for developers" March 2011. Nor does it match the criteria of the East Riding's EC2 policy in respect of the need to meet existing deficiencies of tourist accommodation.
Sutton -on-Derwent is designated as rural village in which only limited infill development is permitted. The proposed development of a small housing estate is out of character, incongruous and intrusive.

We have serious concerns about the village infrastructure, principally sewage disposal and drainage. The current system is at capacity and there are no plans to upgrade it. Roads, footpaths and homes have in recent times been flooded and at times of heavy rain this is a constant threat.

We are concerned about road safety and highways issues and do not accept the report from the Highways Officer. He recommends that approval is given for the access to 5 holiday cottages but does not refer to the existing 9 holiday cabins and the recently approved  holiday lodge for disabled people which all use the same entrance. The site is accessed by a narrow gated drive situated on a blind bend and we have very real concerns about the road safety at this entrance. Our village has very limited public transport and car use is essential for visitors to Herrington Park. This proposal would increase the number of vehicle movements on the already busy B1228 road.  The narrow drive does not allow cars to pass creating reversing procedures onto the main road and stationary cars on the bend in the road.
The application does not provide concrete evidence for any economic benefits to our village or the wider community of East Yorkshire. No additional jobs will be created.

Sutton-on-Derwent is not a tourist village, has  no tourist attractions and no facilities other than the already very busy pub. The major tourist attractions, as evidenced on the Herrington Park website, lie in York and beyond. No convincing need for further expansion of Herrington Park can be established, indeed analysis of the applicants own figures show that currently the occupancy rate is 10% and many other already established properties providing similar tourist accommodation are listed in the vicinity.

Finally, the Parish Council has serious concerns about the ERYC consultation process. Consultation letters were sent to some residents neighbouring, and potentially affected by the site, and not to others. Most were issued on 22 October with a 21 day deadline, others on 11 November. Parishioners have experienced difficulties in accessing the ERYC Planning website and in submitting their objections electronically. Some responses from individuals which are quite clearly objections to the proposal have been classified as 'neutral' and one had its status changed from 'objection' to 'neutral'.

We have also identified inaccuracies and omissions in the Planning Application Form. The section referring to the proposed materials for construction of the walls does not show that substantial parts of the houses are to be constructed in stone. There is no reference to the existing hedge rows which border and adjoin the site and will be affected by the development. 

In view of all of the above the Parish Council request that this application be referred to the Planning Committee for determination.
This action was seconded by Cllr Stephenson and was unanimously agreed by all.

131/15

f)
Rat Infestation

It was agreed that item 131/15f Rat infestation would be discussed at this point allowing members of the public to leave the meeting if they wished.

A parishioner expressed concern about a problem with rats in his garden and his property, believes that the problem is caused by some parishioners who feeds birds in their gardens without consideration for attracting vermin.  He has drafted a letter which he requested that the Parish Council circulate around the village.  He is happy to be responsible for the cost of the printing.

It was agreed that a copy should be placed on the notice boards, website and a précis in the village newsletter.

Several members of the public left the meeting at this point.

It was reported that the village hall committee will ensure that the Parish Council filing cabinets are accessible at all times.

130/15.
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and release for publication if approved



a)
November 2015 Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr Rees, seconded by Cllr Hardcastle that the minutes be approved and signed in readiness for publication this was agreed by all - Action VLN

131/15.
To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting:

a)
Neighbourhood Plan

This matter is to be placed on the December agenda for further discussion – Action VLN



b)
Children’s playing field

- Lease 

The Lease for signature has been received from the Solicitors acting for the Crown.  Concern was raised about the fact that signing this Lease means that the Parish Council will be giving up its right to renew the Lease at the end of its term.  The Parish Council is being offered a 20 year Lease with a rent of £15 per annum and a notice to terminate of 6 months.  The Parish Council is to seek legal advice in relation to the Lease from a solicitor who lives in the village. – Action ERogers


- Maintenance 



Cllr Green is to fix the new plaque for the picnic bench



- Grant funding



The Clerk will chase ERYC further regarding a recent grant application



c)
Bank mandates



The Clerk updated the Council, the mandate for Charity account is now updated.



d)
Update on public footpaths 

- Extension from Village to Pylon Corner

Cllr Stephenson is trying to obtain a quote from Ian Donaldson of ERYC for cutting the verges. – Action GS
The Clerk shall email John Gill to ask him how he would feel about granting a permissive path. – Action VLN


- The bottoms



The Clerk shall chase Lesley Whitehead for an update in this regard – Action VLN



e)
Report on fireworks display 5th November 2015

The event was once again a success.  The Clerk updated on the celebration fund:
£1,146.96 celebration fund from 2014.
We spent £1217.73 on the fireworks in 2015.
We can reclaim the VAT of £202.96
Collected donations 2015 of £835.28
Therefore when the donations have been banked and VAT reclaimed we will hold £967.47 in the celebration fund.
132/15
Agenda items
a)
Village maintenance schedule


This was noted and updated


b)
Clerk’s maternity leave cover

The closing date for applications is 30 November.  Two applications have been received to date.  After the closing date all applicants will be interviewed by Cllrs Rees, Rogers and Stephenson and it was agreed that the Clerk should also attend.  

c)
Auto enrolment pension for Clerk


The Clerk reported on the position and current requirements in this regard.

d)
Electronic working with planning service

It was agreed that the Parish Council should purchase a laptop computer, Cllrs Hardcastle and Hobman are to make enquires in this regard. – Action AH & KH
The Clerk is to chase ERYC regarding the possibility of obtaining a free projector. – Action VLN
e)
State of repair of notice boards at Wynam Lane and Smallwood’s lane end


This matter is to be discussed further at the December meeting.
f)
Rat Infestation 


This matter was discussed at the beginning of this meeting.

g)
Christmas lights 


The lights on the tree on Beacon Green will be switched on during early December.

h)
Beacon Green maintenance - side gate and footpath


A local pest controller has been employed to try to catch moles causing a nuisance.

Cllr Stephenson is to look at the condition of the side gate from car park on to Beacon Green and also to make enquiries with the tennis club about the state of the footpath to the tennis courts which is the responsibly of the tennis club. – Action GS

i)
Risk assessment for Beacon Green


Cllr Stephenson is investigations in this regard – Action GS
j)
Donation from Charity account for over 60’s Christmas Lunch



It was agreed that this donation should be made once again this year.


133/15
To note and approve the Monthly Financial Report for November 2015
The monthly financial report for November 2016 was tabled and passed round and the Chairman read out the figures.  It was proposed that these be approved by Cllr Hardcastle and seconded by Cllr Green and agreed by all.


To note and approve any Requests for Payment and any other requests for payments received

a)
Mrs V L Nicholson £257.50 salary


b)
Mrs V L Nicholson printer ink £22


c)
Mrs V L Nicholson £25 for plaque for picnic bench


d)
Mr W Ward £477.60 for Beacon Green cutting


e)
Trevor Lee £250 for cutting playing field August - October


f)
William Davis £30 for maintenance of playing field border


g)
RK & CE Smallwood £430.88 for cutting of parish paths


h)
Mrs P Street £50 donation for over 60’s Christmas Lunch from Charity account


i)
Royal British Legion £10 for delivery of poppy wreath


It was proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by all that this payment be made.

134/15
To note and process any Planning Matters


15/03224/PLF Erection of 5 holiday cottages at Herrington Park for Mr & Mrs M Robb
This application was discussed at the beginning of this meeting.
135/15
To hear and note any correspondence matters

All correspondence with tabled and noted

136/15
To conduct any other business by consent of the Chairman

Cllr Green reported Elvington Village were in receipt of 2no Defibrillators, thanks to sponsorship of a First Responder.  It is likely that 1 will be at the village Hall and 1 at the Doctors Surgery.  These will be available for  use by the public – after dialling 999 and getting a code.  Elvington PC were going to procure a training AED and have open days where the general public could see and use the AED. 

Whilst discussing this at the recent First Responders meeting the YAS coordinator suggested Sutton upon Derwent Village Hall was a prime site for such a defibrillator as sports were played both outside and inside of the Hall.

He would like the PC and Village Hall Committee to consider the situation and explore the possible procurement of AED.

137/15To fix the date and time of the next meeting

Monday 14 December 2015 at 7.30pm
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.15pm
PAGE  

